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ANTI-SEMITISM IN FRANCE AS VIEWED BY COMMUNIST -ORIENTED 
NEWSPAPERS IN THE DIASPORA 


/Comment: Despite recent widely publicized charges of anti- 
Semitism against the USSR and countries within the Soviet orbit, 
Communist or Communist -oriented newspapers published in Budapest 
Nev York, Paris, Sofia, and Warsaw between 13 December 1951 and 
12 November 1952 have constantly criticized anti-Semitic mani- 
festations in France and have appealed for Joint action of all 
^democratic" organizations in France and other countries to combat 
Hitlerite fascist anti-Semitic" propaganda, which, according to 
these papers, threatens not only Jews but also France, democracy, 
and peace as well. This report presents reactions to anti-Semitism 
as published in these newspapers during the above-mentioned dates. 

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources./ 


General Anti-Semitic Manifestations 

A news release captioned "The Leprosy of Anti-Semitism," which appeared 
on the front page of the H December 1951 Issue of the Hungarian -language 
Jewish Communist newspaper of Budapest, UJ Elet t highly praised the work of 
he /French -Jewish pro -Communist/ MRAP (Mouvement contre le Racisme, l'Anti- 
semitisme et pour la Palx, Movement Against Racism. Anti-Semitism, and for 
Peace) for having effectively reported anti-Semitic outbreaks in Paris and 
Marseilles through its organ, Droit et Libert* . According to UJ Elet, an 
article by Charles Payan, secretary general of the MRAP, which appeared in 
Droit et Liberty, pointed out that the prevailing anti-Semitic symptoms in 
France had been instrumental in creating so-called "anti-racism days" through- 
out the country. According to UJ Elet , the MRAP -official had asserted that, 
on these days, meetings would be held in every part of Fiance in protest not 
nniy agMnst anti-Semitic provoesMons but nolnninl op^rp R «inn. 
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U,1 Elet then published part of the resolutions passed “by the trade unions 
of Bouches -du-Rhone at their 31st congress, as a result of the anti-Semitic 
provocations in Marseilles, as follows: 

"The 31st congress learns with deepest indignation that the French Nazic 
in .Marseilles have stigmatized the memory of the dead of the resistance move- 
ment and of the crematories and called on the French people to "boycott Jewish 
shops . 

*We are in full solidarity with the Jewish masses of Marseilles and France, 
who suffered so horribly during the Na„i occupation and actively contributed 
to the liberation of our country on the side of the resistance. 

"The new action of the fascists has been encouraged to a great extent by 
the fact that government circles have made concessions to the traitors, collabo- 
rators, inspectors of death camps, and exeeuters of patriots who belong to the 
enemies of France, 

"We protest against permitting them to celebrate in the very heart of 
Paris a requiem in memory of the traitor Petain." 

The article concluded that the above-mentioned resolution indicated that 
those who unite in the cause of the fight against anti-Semitism with the support 
of the most progressive movements are in the right and that the working classes 
of France have to identify themselves with the fight against anti-Semitism, (l) 

On 20 August 1952, G. Koenig editorialized in the Paris Yiddish -language 
pro -Communist Naje Presse that it behooves the Jewish community of France to 
fight against anti-Semitism, since it not only slanders the memory of thousands 
of Jewish martyrs who lost their lives in battle and as members of the maquis 
but also Jeopardizes the lives of Jewish children who are growing up in 
France. (2) 

Fourth National Day of the MRAP 

On 28 April 1952, A. Yudin /Yiddish approximation from French/ discussed 
in the Naje Presse the Fourth National Day to be held in Paris on 18 May 1952 
under the sponsorship of the MRAP, the purpose of which, he declared, was to 
establish a united front against racism, anti-Semitism, and for peace. 

He declared further that the 1952 National Day will be of more importance 
than the three previous National Days, because many Nazi collaborators have 
been freed from prison, and a "French anti-Semitic movement" in Lyon actually 
called for pogromB for the first time in the history of France. 

He emphasized that this event will give the most prominent French person- 
alities an opportunity to combine forces throughout France in combating anti- 
Semitic propaganda, which not only threatens the Jews, but also the Republic 
of France, democracy, and peace, 

Yudin appealed to the Jewish masses who, he claimed, are hit most by 
the anti-Semitic agitation in France, to be the first to Join the fight 
against racism and anti-Semitism, He opined that no honest Zionist and Jewish 
organization, regardless of political leaning, should abstain from participa- 
tion la this "anti-racism day. "(3) 

On the occasion of the Fourth National Day of the MRAP, which vas to be 
held in Paris, I/Humanlte , French Communist Party organ, on l6 May 1952 pub- 
lished in its entirety a letter by Rosalie MacOee, wife of /Negro/ Willie 
MacGee, who vas electrocuted in early 1951, addressed to the MRAP. 
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Mp 6 MacGee's letter. In part, read as follows: 

democ rats °of ^ran e o 1 Wl11 forget the “ snificent efforts by nil the 

t w J France to save my innocent husband. Moreover, we will not forget 

nr emb } e !z d f 1,Union Francaise (Assembly of the French Union), on the 
, v ^ misfortune > observed a minute of 6ilence in memory of my well- 

tv«^» h s? band ' Wh f Ch demonEtrates the entire world that the peopl^of 
France disapproved of this “barbarous execution. 

"f wxl1 3 Peak and fight everywhere to stop the racist policy applied 

P !??, le th ® 05 Sovernment, until peace will be assured to men, 
women , and children of all colors in the world. 


~ „ " l wil1 Join the fight to revenge the murder of Willie MacGee, the fight 
for advancement of all men to freedom and democracy. 

"fty best wishes for the success of your Fourth National Day. M (^) 

fv™ °?-) 17 l Z 5 l’ ^ uiaanite Published the following list of French notables 
of £ France who had evinced interest in the Fourth National Day 

of the MRAP in Paris and had promised to attend this affair: 

D At , t r 0r ! ie ? General hornet; Justin Godart , former minister; Pastor Roaer: 
Pastor Westphai; Pastor Vienney; Leon-Lyon Caen, president of the Cour de 
Cassation (Supreme Court of Appeals); Chief Rabbi Bauer; Professor Weil-Halle; 
Chief Rabbi Fuks /Fuchs ]J; Chief Rabbi Schilli /Schiller ]7; Rabbi Zaoui 
t f ather Chena ; Father Berger; Father Faidherbe; General Petit; General 

Le Corguille; General Weiller; Volvey, president of UFAC (Union Francaise des 
Associations des Combattants, French Union of Veterans' Associations) of the 
Seine; Pierre Cot, deputy, member of the Conseil Mondial de la Paix (World 
Peace Council); Charles Serre, former deputy vice-president of FNDIRP (Federa- 
tion Nationale des Deportes et Internes de la Resistance des Patriotes, 

National Federation of Deportees and Internees of the Resistance of Patriots); 
and daude Ave line, Edmond Fleg, Francis Jourdain, Andre Spire, J. - J. Bernard. 
Louis -Mart in Chauffier, Henri Hertz, and Pierre Paraf, writers. 

Gustave Cohen, honorary professor at the Sorbonne; Madame Etienne Nouveau, 
president of the Federation des Amputee (Federation of Amputees); Henri Laugier, 
Marcel Prenant, Ernest Kahane, Evry Schatzman, Maurice Boucher, professors of 
the University of Paris: Emile Kahn, secretary general of the Ligue des Droits 
el Homme (League of Human Rights); Jacques Marion, secretary of the Confeder- 
ation Generale du Travail (General Federation of Labor); Professor Jacques 
Hadamard; Father Boulier; Madame Eugenie Cotton; president of the Federation 
Democratique Internationale des Femmes (International Democratic Federation of 
Women); Florimond Bonte of Paris; Alain Le Leap, secretary general of the 
Confederation Generale du Travail; Professor Jeanne Levy; Pierre Laroche 
scenario -writer; Pierre Loewel; Micheline Presle, actress; and Jean-Francis 
Laglenne, president of the Union des Arts Plastiques (Union of Plastic Arts). "(5) 

On 2 Uuo.y 195^, ^>reysici Vesti , Jewish -nmmunist Bulgarian -language news- 
paper oi Soiia, published an article by I. Bekhar on the proceedings of the 
Fourth National Day of the MRAF, which was held in Paris on 18 May 1Q52 High- 
lights of this article follow. " * K 

The MRAP's Fourth National Day against racism, Anti-Semitism, and for peace 
was attended by more than 2,000 delegates from all sections of France. The 
proceedings were international in tone. Greetings were read from the Israeli 
Committee for Peace, the British Peace Movement, the Hamburg Committee for Peace, 
the Central Committee of the Anti-Fascist Resistance Organization in West Germany, 
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the RahMnic^o ee M ° r ° c =°' the League of Fighters for Freedom in Poland 
Rumanian People ^sltepublL p 6Wi3h Democratic Committee of the ' 

Bailed 1 thp m ^ii B ? nte ’i. Speaking ln the name of the French Communist Party, as- 
SSJ Of Hmerisrn in Elf?”* gOVernment ^ich, he declared, support 'th^ 
festat ions in LiUe Ge f n f ny ‘ He als ° described the anti-Semitic mani- 

_ . , He,, Par is , and Lyon which, he asserted, were "beinfir effect iv^Tv 

forces raC Anothe Uaited of the 'French democratic a^l ^t!f2cLT 7 

ant i-S »mit Bpeaker ' f lenne N °uveau, a Paris attorney, also stated that 

added that this ^ “ a ? lfestations again flourishing in France and 

n °t surprising, since the French government itself is « -Miner 

T'll§ S‘."i S h “ r r tn ” 

The main report of the meeting was read by Charles Payan secret arv 
general of the MRAP, who pointed out that the Jews are b l bll cTthe 

Zl TJuT miC CrlS , iS ln France ’ a wa H-toown Hitlerite tfchnS, and tLt 

M p=;. *’” ni “ ii ' r in pr ““ < *» «» f =™ «■ 

Charles Maurras. anti -Semite 

Mo „ v ^ U " aS iS reported to have died in November 1952, according to the 
New York Congress Weekly of 2k November J accoraing to the 

article datelined Paris, which appeared in the New York Yiddish- 
language pro -Communist Morning Freiheit of ^ .Tul v logo _. 1f th 

n ha S S l^ca antl ^ i ?H tlC fa8e i 8t lead - £ vas^releaoed^from prison 

l 35 } ^cause of old age ana ill health (he was 34 years old), accord- 
ing to NyeFresse of l August 19527 had published in his newspaper /Aspects 

to Aem T hei hat the V ^ Chy laWS should * e re-established and the Jewsmade 
thnt%*» P th 1 Possess. ons. According to the Morning Freiheit . he declared 
/ N . ■, Program of the fascists stipulates victory of the National Socialist 
< h r tl “' the abrupt elimination of the pernicious influence of the 

eradication POlltlCal llfe of the Aryan world, and the 
ad i cat ion of the liberal bourgeoisie, as well as Marxism in any form.. 

, . Ac *:° rdln 3 to this article, Jewish circles in Paris asserted that Maurras' 

ap^i a for”th° e^ ld r \ lteradly uith the Hitle r program and constitutes an 

-* «• 

article entitled "Paris Tribunal Demands Legal Investigation of 
harles Maurras for Anti-Semitic Agitation and for Defending Nazi Activity" was 
effect? y atUred in M a .je Presse of 1 August 1952. The article asserted in 

Seine tribunal officially announced that Charles Maurras, anti-Semite 
traitor, will have to stand investigation on the charges of "slander 
against a racial group and apology for the crimes perpetrated during the 
German occupation by the Germans and their French collaborators." It has 

F?e?rb7 P °?v :ed < Lne artlcle stated > that Barres /Yiddish approximation from 
Frenc^/, the investigating Judge, will not call Maurras to court but will 
let him appear before an investigating committee because of his advanced ag- 
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to ai?^s a Td Un d^c D ratlc%Sle C s e aT ed \ Sh ^ ld certainl * S*™ satisfaction 
Jewish campaigners aaainst !!!<? “arks the initial success achieved by 
paigners against the anti-Semitic agitation of Maurras. (S) 

praised thet^nc! the^omite^A m ^ f reSSe ° f 4 ***** ^ A. Yudin 
the Resistance Movement) fVvr h« < Ac J lon lB Resistance (Action Committee of 

to the extent that a tribunal ordered preEEUr ® t0 beor on Public opinion 

anti-Semitic activities. RouAVAr v iBv f sti 8 a tion of Charles Maurraa for 

such as the Federation des Soclptes t cr ^ 1 ^ lzed French-Jewish organizations 
the Alliance IaraeHte U v r e (f^ e «tl°n of Jewish Societies) and 

answer the call of the ^ t"! 1 Jewlah Alliance) for failing to 

adopted their prewar oolicv n f ? he fight against Maurras and for having 
Yudin pointed out that the nend^ff i0D ln a ^i-Semitic controversy!, 
mean a court trial and urged all French^ewish^rra ? aU fT aB dld not nece£6arll Y 

expressed alarm at the decent & ant ^Semiti^^th 10 Pre8se on 12 August 1952, 

^SSS53?i«i 

that anti-Semitism should be unmasked as^n “lnstr^eut o^fiffh^olu^nists^lO) 
Kale Presse^r appeared in the 20 August 1952 issue of the 

”ss “' a » 

that by declarln e 

La £S S t'll'iz c^TZl^lT 

^ 121 

not want to send Je “ iSh Bolshevlk ’ ’ hurras also stated that he did 

also'^polnted^'out^in t^As^^a 'high-standard Jews' Sarcasm?. Maurras 

and ^i6 ' formally °a ° f Ch ™ B ~it y (the sgffsh inSL'mc^^or^pU?) 
in France vho^uffered^o* Va ^ ican - ' Now ' Maurrae demands that the Jews 
subjected *to the .SSlyS S 'LSS-SS' "S ^ ^ ' r ° 6l “ e ' ^ 

Anti-Semitic Propaganda in Leaflet Form 
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literatur^Qigned S KiSS'SSf*' W * ic *’ lfc sald » ^sie-cei of fascist-type 
ty an influenzal T te °l, Sweden ' lB conduct^ 

sr t^“ 0 “ ?p.pz B thla 

the Jews be isolated in thK eounf^e’ !^ ed the artlel «> demanded that 
taken avay from them, (ll) ^ ° f reflldence 011(1 their citizenship 

=S*S6. 

COMMJNISM IS ft CRIME AGAINST THE STATE 
Behind Communism Is the Jev 
For the NATIVE LAND - Against JUDAISM 


Anti-Semitism is neither a 
doctrine of persecution nor a doc- 
trine of hate against the Jevs. 

Anti-Semitism is the legiti- 
mate defense of individuals and 
nat ions . 







R I V A R 0 L 

35^ rue Saint -Honoro, Paris, Telephone: Opera 19-94 

18. 1. 1952 


Anti-Somites (Nationalists) of all Countrios, Unite! 

By Einar Aberg, Norrviken, Sweden 

Rj^arol^are n apparently U givM\o^galn^Mw^iu'bBeZherB? n ^ ** b " ° f 

vara - "inZrdL^tn wc T ld - "Their monny madneae iuipole Jews to provoke vorld 
engage in^aSSe^^™ natlC “ 8 t0 d8flt ^ '.Jewa 0 ^ 


3 Pr ench^r e t a iler a 

“• *«■*»«*«» *» £s-. 
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4. pointed out that, according to Jewish merchants, this new mani- 

mlll*** f renewal of the criminal activity of Vichy times. One Jewish 

merchant, he declared, considers it no accident that this ugly anti-Semitic 
propaganda occurs at a time when retailers are dissatisfied, earn little nav 
enormous taxes, and find their very existence threatened. According to Tsitrin 
his Jewish merchant feels that such action is merely an attempt to blame the 
these difficulties. Another Jewish retailer, Tsitrin continued, 
reit that this propaganda is not surprising since so many Nazis ar.d Jew haters 
have been released from Jail. Still another merchant, he wrote, declared that 
there is only one solution, that is, a Joint action of Jewish merchants, to- 
gether with other French associations, against such despicable propaganda. 


Then Tsitrin pointed out that the anti-Semitic propaganda consists of 
slogans compiled by the editorial staffs of anti-Jewish newspapers in France, 
whose appearance, he claimed, constitutes a permanent danger to democracy in 
general and to Jews in particular. As an example of these slogans he quoted, 
among others, the following extracts from Aspects de la France and Rivarol: 

International Jewry will plunge Europe into war.” "Jews are war criminals; 
this is not political propaganda but the unadulterated truth." "The time has 
come for action." And again, "Anti-Semites (Nationalists) of all countries. 

unit#* ! " * 


Tsitrin further maintained that the anti-Semites, under the sponsorship of 
wall Street billionaires, are forming an international organization to carry 
through to completion the unfinished work of Hitler. 

Tsitrin concluded, that in view of the danger to Jews, it is readily 
understandable when a Jew cries out: "Let us unite as Communists, Zionists, 
socialists, believers, and nonbelievers alike. Let us Join hands with the 
democratic forces in the country and never allow the horrible crimes of the 
recent past to he renewed. " (13) 
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